


2018 Program of Events
Celebrating Undergraduate Research 
and Creative Works 

University of Maine Farmington

Wednesday, April 25 

Arts Night - Tuesday, April 24



Welcome to the Michael D. Wilson Symposium 

April 25, 2018 

 

 

redit Ancient Greeks with the symposium, one of their many contributions to 
education and learning.  As opportunities for debate, exchange of ideas and social 
interaction—fueled by ample food and drink—symposia built a social and 

intellectual foundation for the vibrant community the Greeks created for themselves and 
posterity.   

UMF is pleased to follow suit with our campus-wide Symposium celebrating 
undergraduate research and creative achievement.  Together with Arts Night, Symposium 
showcases what’s possible when you mix student passion, ambition, hard work, creativity 
and talent with faculty joy, mentorship and care.  It is no surprise that many members of 
the UMF community count Arts Night/Symposium as their favorite and most uplifting time 
of the year.   

It is possible that Greek participants of long ago engaged, as we will in the 2018 Arts 
Night/Symposium, with adolescence, music as a means of literary adaptation, 
cosmochemistry, our place in nature, microbrews, and witchcraft, but it’s a good bet that 
our UMF presenters are far ahead on William Pitt Fessenden, galanin expression in 
zebrafish, cattle ranching in the Amazon Basin, Maine’s lobster industry, race and profit in 
college football and dozens of other fascinating topics you’ll encounter in posters, 
presentations and installations on campus.   

This beloved UMF tradition is the product of hard work, inventiveness, financial support 
and deep commitment. For these we offer our thanks to the University Culture Committee 
(Misty Krueger, Paul Stancioff, Olivia Donaldson, Patti Bailie), our vital faculty mentors, 
devoted staff, generous supporters of undergraduate research, and, not least, the 
enterprising and intrepid students who put before us the fruits of their labor.  

Feast heartily on Symposium, UMF’s annual groaning board of creative and intellectual 
sustenance.   

Kathryn A. Foster 

President         
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or nineteen years, UMF’s annual Symposium has provided a singular opportunity to experience the 
outstanding academic work of students from across the university.  The range of scholarly and creative 

projects is dazzling in itself, and represents untold hours of study and preparation, in addition to guidance and 
mentoring by faculty sponsors.  No less dazzling is the commitment our entire campus makes to attending 
these papers, posters, and presentations, enlivening UMF like no other day on the calendar.   

As a university invested in the liberal arts and committed to undergraduate research in all disciplines, UMF 
proudly supports its students in the public rendering of such work.  Indeed, as the English writer John Milton 
proclaimed, “I cannot praise a fugitive and cloistered virtue, unexercised and unbreathed.”  For all the good 
work that goes on in our classrooms throughout the school year, Symposium Day offers a chance to uncloister 
that work, to let it exercise and breathe, and it is a privilege to once again take part in the richness of such an 
event. 

Congratulations to all those who contribute to this unique day on our campus! 

Eric C. Brown, Interim Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs 

 

ymposium Day provides a wonderful opportunity for students from all disciplines to share their impressive 
scholarly and creative work with the UMF community. The incredible array of presentations, poster 

sessions, readings, installations, and performances highlights the many talents of our student body and the 
multiple opportunities students have to engage in rich, rigorous research and learning experiences throughout 
their UMF education. Congratulations to all of the student presenters and faculty mentors, and many thanks to 
the organizers of this special event! 

Kathy Yardley, Associate Provost and Dean of the College of Education, Health, and Rehabilitation 

 

ome of my most rewarding experiences at UMF have been my opportunities to work with talented 
students on research projects, so it is not surprising that my favorite day on the academic calendar is 

Symposium Day.  This is a chance to join these young scholars at the end of a long journey involving months of 
hard work.  With a buffet of talks, poster presentations, art exhibits, and readings, your only regret will be your 
inability to see everything this day has to offer.  Thank you to all of the presenters for their efforts and 
providing a day when we can all be a kid in the academic candy store. 

Nic Koban, Associate Provost 

 

 
This symposium is organized by the University Culture Committee: 
Misty Krueger (Chair)  
Paul Stancioff 
Patti Bailie 
Olivia Donaldson  
 
Photo and cover thanks to Bob Bailie 
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Special Presentation 
Fusion Center Room 101  

Wednesday, April 25 at 7:00 PM 

 

Libra Professor Christos Teazis 

New Turkey: Towards a New Islam 

 
During the last six to seven years, the term “New Turkey” has begun to be established in the Turkish political 

discourse. Therefore, it is considered useful to focus on the characteristics of this “New Turkey” or the “new 

red lines” that are going to determine the function of the socioeconomic and sociopolitical institutions in the 

next decades. In my presentation I will focus on:  

a. The transformation from parliamentary democracy to presidential democracy (close to the United 

States model). With the referendum held on October 21, 2007, 68.95% of Turkish voters opted for a 

model where the people choose the president. After the last referendum held on April 16, 2017 the 

political system switched from a multi-party to a two party system (Democrats and Republicans). 

b. The transformation from a French model of secularism (laicite) to an Anglo-Saxon model of secularism. 

According to the old red lines the notion of secularism stressed that in your private life you will freely 

experience the Islamic religion as you wish, but in the public sphere you will behave according to the 

principles of the state.  Once the Justice and Development party rose to power, the content of 

secularity drastically transformed the principle of laicite and the Anglo Saxon model of secularism 

began to prevail. As a result, Islam, previously confined to the private sphere, entered the public 

sphere. A characteristic example of the above claim is the issue of the headscarf that used to be strictly 

limited to the private life of the citizens. Even though the headscarf had already begun to appear in the 

public sphere, and particularly at the level of regional government, with the Justice and Development 

Party it extended into the public and political realms.  
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UMF Trustee Professorship 
 

Symposium is a day to honor the value of scholarly and creative endeavor at UMF. Toward that end, we have 
chosen Symposium as an opportunity, not only to showcase the work of our students, but also to bestow the 
university’s most prestigious award for scholarship to a faculty member. The Trustee Professorship is given 
each year to one UMF faculty member in recognition of her/his distinguished record of scholarly or creative 
work. The Trustee Professor receives a cash stipend, a professional development allowance, and a half-time 
reassignment for an academic year in order to focus on a scholarly or creative project.  

Each year at Symposium we invite the current Trustee Professor to deliver a public lecture. This year’s Scholar is 
Jonathan Cohen, Professor of Philosophy. He will speak at 11:40 in Lincoln Auditorium. All students, faculty, 
and staff are invited. 

 

 

2017-2018 Trustee Professor 
 
The Music of Nietzsche's Life 
Jonathan Cohen,  2017-2018 Trustee Professor 

The German philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900) is famed (and notorious) for his radically critical 
views of religion, morality, democracy, etc., but the subject he cared and wrote most about was actually 
music. Four of his fifteen books are wholly devoted to music, along with dozens of pages in his other works. He 
was himself a trained musician—his friends raved about his skill as an improviser at the piano—and he wrote 
music of his own as well. My project as Trustee Professor has been to pull together his thoughts about music 
as they develop through his career and to try to describe the philosophy of music they entail. In this 
presentation I will give an overview of the project and share my conclusions. I will focus in particular on the 
way Nietzsche's changing views about the opera composer Richard Wagner—first devotion, then separation, 
and finally virulent opposition—define and inform the three periods of his philosophical career, as well as 
what we can learn from his final embrace of Bizet's Carmen as Wagner's foil. 

 

 

Past UMF Trustee Professors 

Spring 1999 – Mark McPherran 
1999 – 2000 – Ronald Butler 
2000 – 2001 – Jennifer Reid 
2001 – 2002 – Chris Magri 
2002 – 2003 – Dan Gunn 
2003 – 2004 – Ming-Ming Pu 

2004 – 2005 – David Daniel 
2005 – 2006 – Mike Muir 
2006 – 2007 – Tiane Donahue 
2007 – 2008 – Paul Outka 
2008 – 2009 – Drew Barton 
2009 – 2010 – David Gibson 

2010 – 2011 – Jeffrey Thompson 
2011 – 2012 – Eric Brown 
2012 – 2013 – Gretchen Legler 
2014 – 2015 – Allison Hepler 
2015 – 2016 – Patricia O’Donnell 
2016 – 2017 – Nic Koban 
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Michael D. Wilson Research Fellows and Scholars 
 

The Michael D. Wilson Scholars and Fellows represent some of UMF’s best students from across all disciplines. 
The program recognizes UMF students’ tremendous creativity, and expands UMF’s commitment to 
undergraduate research and faculty mentoring. Each student was awarded funding to help underwrite an 
original undergraduate research or creative project. The Program has been providing single-semester support 
for research, scholarship and creative projects at UMF since the fall of 2006. It was expanded in the fall of 
2007 to include two full-year Wilson Research Fellow awards to support even more substantive research 
projects. In the years since its inception, the Wilson program has supported the investigative research and 
creative activities of more than 200 students at UMF. During this time over 60 UMF faculty members have 
developed strong mentoring relationships with individual scholars, providing guidance with proposal 
development, research methodology and continuing pre-professional and post graduate opportunities.  The 
awards honor UMF alumnus, Michael D. Wilson, class of 1976, an avid environmentalist, aspiring teacher, and 
dear friend whose untimely death in 1977 deeply saddened the UMF community. The students are nominated 
by a UMF faculty mentor and, after a competitive selection process, are chosen by the UMF Undergraduate 
Research Council. 
 
 

2017 – 2018 WILSON FELLOWS 

Bryce Neal - Stratigraphic and Structural Analysis of Saddleback Wind, Carthage, Maine 
Faculty Advisor: Douglas Reusch 

Curtis Cole - Enchanted Assemblages: Creative Pedagogy and Thomas Malory’s Le Morte Darthur 
Faculty Advisor: Daniel Gunn 

 

FALL 2017 WILSON SCHOLARS 

Hannah Calkin - Writing, Editing, Compiling, and Publishing a Book of Poetry 
Faculty Advisor: Shana Youngdahl 

Jenna Sanders - Microbrew Culture in the State of Maine: Passing Trend or Catalyst for Revitalized Civic 
Engagement? 
Faculty Advisor: George Miller 

Jonathan Petrey - The Cyborg Within The Materialist Dialectic 
Faculty Advisor: Katrazyna Randall 

Lindsay Gorman - Perspectives of Disability in Tanzania: A Case Study of Barriers to Inclusion in a Developing 
Global South Nation 
Faculty Advisor: Kate MacLeod 

Michael Taylor-Hampton - Exploring Multiplayer Game Design 
Faculty Advisor: Gail Lange 

William James Garske - Eulerian Signed Graphs 
Faculty Advisor: Lori Koban 

 


